
 

 

USS COLORADO 2008 REUNION EVENTS 
 

GROUP WELCOME DINNER 
Thursday, September 4th (6:00pm -10:00pm at the Hotel) 

     Join your friends for a casual Welcome Dinner at the hotel, featuring an all-you-can-eat light buffet 
dinner.  This is a wonderful opportunit y to see who is here this year, and your first chance to re-connect 
with your friends.  The Hospitality Room will be open at 7:00am.  
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE & FREE DAY 
Friday, September 5th (9:00am at the Hotel) 

     Gather with your friends and shipmates as you remember and honor those who have passed away 
during the past year.  The specific location of the service will be noted on the final itinerary, which will be 
available at registration.  There is so much to see and do in Chicago; we are leaving the remainder of the day 
open for you to tour Chicago on your own.    

 
EVENT A: CHICAGO CITY TOUR  

Saturday, September 6th (9:00am-4:00pm)  
    You will experience the vitality and excitement of Chicago on this very informative tour! Learn about 
the history, culture and incredible architecture of this famous city as your experienced tour guide relates 
interesting anecdotes.  You will see as many sites as possible during your riding tour; including the 
famous “Loop”, The Sears Tower, Millennium Park, the Wrigley Building and the John Hancock  
Building .  Make sure you have your camera ready as you drive down famous Wacker Drive, State Street, 
and the Magnificent  Mile. Lunch will be on your own at a suitable location.  
 

GROUP BREAKFAST & BUSINESS MEETING 
Sunday, September 7th (8:00am – 10:00am at the Hotel) 

    Gather for an all-you-can-eat breakfast buffet at the hotel.  The USS Colorado Annual Business Meeting 
will take place after the breakfast.   

 
EVENT B: CANTIGNY PARK  

Sunday, September 7th (1:00pm-5:00pm)  
   Your visit to Cantigny Park will begin at the Visitor’s Center.  This will provide the opportunity to 
learn about Colonel McCormick, who owned the original estate and was the long-time editor and 
publisher of the Chicago Tribune.  The Visitor’s Center, once a horse stable, was the original location of 
the First Division Museum until 1993 when it moved to its current location.  You may then choose which 
attraction or museum at Cantigny you would like to visit, all of which are within walking distance of the 
Visitor’s Center.   The First Division Museum is dedicated to the history of the Big Red One, the famed 1st 
Infantry Division of the United States Army.  Colonel McCormick  was commander of the 1st Battalion, 
5th Field Artillery, and part of the First Division.   The museum has a wide variety of exhibits ranging 
from life-size dioramas to tanks and artillery pieces.  You may choose to visit the Robert R. McCormick 
Museum, the historic mansion that served as the country home of this famous family where they hosted 
such personalities as Dwight Eisenhower and Winston Churchill.  The formal gardens are also open; the 
forty acres of gardens will be in full bloom with beautiful fall colors.  There is a snack shop in the 
Visitor’s Center for refreshments.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

EVENT C: GROUP  LUNCHEON CRUISE 
Monday, September 8th (10:00am-3:00pm)  

     Located on Lake Michigan, Navy Pier has been a Chicago landmark since it first opened in 1916. 
Originally designed as both a shipping and recreational facility, the Pier also served as a military training 
site during two world wars.  Today, the pier offers many restaurants, shops, museums, activities and 
entertainment. It is here that you will board a beautiful yacht for an exciting luncheon cruise.  From the 
moment you step on board you will be entertained by an informative shoreline narration, Spirit 
Performers  and live DJ while enjoying an all-you-can-eat buffet luncheon.  The extensive buffet includes 
five entrees, many salads, side dishes and desserts.  This is a wonderful way to share your Chicago 
experiences with your friends, while you enjoy an incredible view of the city’s famous skyline.    
Please note: This cruise is handicap accessible . 
 

BANQUET DINNER 
Monday, September 8th (7:00pm at the Hotel) 

     Enjoy your Banquet Dinner with your friends at the hotel.   Cocktails will be available from the cash bar 
at 6:00pm; dinner will be served at 7:00pm. Please make your entrée choice on your reservation form. 
 

TOUR CANCELLATION INSURANCE 
     Protect yourself from unforeseen expenses  caused by sickness, injury or any other causes that impact 
your travel plans. This insurance enables a refund of Tour & Banquet expenses up until three (3) days before 
the start of your reunion. If you need to cancel – please call our office immediately (817-251-3551) for a 
cancellation number. If you have not purchased cancellation insurance all tour and meal money is non-
refundable 6 weeks prior to the reunion. 
 
Important Reunion Notes: 
~ Tours may be cancelled if a minimum of 30 people per bus is not met.    In this case, full refunds will be      
given. 
 
~Please understand that a certain amount of walking is necessary from the bus to attractions and in some 
instances to also see the attractions. Please consider your abilities before purchasing tours. 
 
~ Be sure to bring photo identification (like a driver’s license) on all events. 
 
~ All tour times are subject to change.  A final itinerary is available at registration.  
 
~ Exact vessel for the cruise is subject to change based on availability and/or final tour count. 

 

Reservations are due by July 25th, 2008. Late reservations accepted on a space available basis with a 
$10 per person, late fee. You should make a copy of this form for your records. For information call 
weekdays: 817-251-3551 or Email: info@MilitaryReunionPlanners.com .  Requests for refunds must be 
made in writing and postmarked before due date above. No refunds will be made after this date,  unless 
you have purchased Tour Cancellation Insurance . There is a $5 per person refund processing fee. Your 
cancelled check is your receipt and proof of purchase. There is a $25 return check fee for NSF. For a 
written confirmation please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope.  MRP will not be held liable for 
failure of vendors to provide contracted services or any injuries/accidents that may occur during the 
reunion. Sorry, no refunds will be given starting 3 days before the reunion for any reason. Tours require a 
minimum of 30 people in order to operate.  Full refunds given for any cancelled Event.  
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